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The year of 2017-2018 can be summed up in one word: progress. 

After several years of communication and decision making challenges due to the NSHA structure, we 
started to see some light at the end of the tunnel.

While Foundations continue to feel out of the loop and out of step with NSHA, it’s important to note that 
some progress is being made. After nearly two years, Foundations received equipment lists in December 
2017 from which they could begin planning.

Our look at that list was daunting, as we saw more than $4 million in equipment needs, a  
significant amount of that in a key area of our hospital – Diagnostic Imaging. As we prepared 
to look at campaign opportunities, good fortune shone on us as discussion with a donor about the  
opportunity led to confirmation of a naming opportunity and a pledge to make the single largest 
gift from an individual the Foundation has ever received. While the gift won’t fund all of the needs 
in Diagnostic Imaging it will satisfy a desire for the donor family to make a significant impact on  
healthcare here at home and will help create momentum for the Foundation to raise the necessary funds.

We continued our active participation with the Nova Scotia Hospital Foundations  
working group as it continued on its quest to become a registered society known as the Health Care  
Foundations of Nova Scotia. In April 2017 a two-day retreat was held facilitated by Anne  
Melanson with Bloom and attended by NSHA and hospital foundation representatives, as we came  
together to discuss ideas, challenges and opportunities in an effort to forge our way forward. 
We continue to find these meetings to be a great place for discussion, information sharing and an  
opportunity to have a collective voice on issues that are affecting all of us. 

Throughout the year we provided more than $140,000 in support of smaller equipment items, 
health centre staff education, and support for families through the We Care About Cancer  
program and funded more than $350,000 of equipment, including an MRI Flex Coil, ultrasound,  
tonometer, gamma camera, and biopsy chair. The Foundation also pledged an additional $402,000 in  
equipment funding.

Community support continued to be strong. Scotiabank continued its exceptional support of 
our activities with a total of $20,000 donated in support of our Golf and Gala events. We had an  
opportunity to receive support from RBC hit through their “Day of Service”. RBC team members rolled 
up their sleeves and built a playhouse that the Foundation raffled off. Thanks to their team numbers and 
time invested, RBC made a contribution of $5,000 and more than $2,000 was raised from raffle sales.
 
Community members like Kendra MacAskill continued to show their support and the Kenny White and 
Gary MacAskill Memorial Washer Toss was another success, raising $1,000 in support of the We Care 
About Cancer Fund and Mental Health and bringing Kendra’s six-year fundraising efforts to a total of 
more than $7,800.

From the Chair of the Board & Executive Director...

Cont...
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Our spring and fall direct mail appeals had strong results, netting more than $175,000 in support of 
small surgical equipment and ventilators. Our events continued to benefit from a refresh with golf and 
gala netting nearly $135,000. The video segments from Gala continue to attract interest and this year’s 
tele novella, As the Blood Pressure Rises was no exception. Creative and fun, the video reinforced the 
need to support your hospital – because lives depend on it. 

We were moved by the final remembrances of supporters who made a bequest to the Foundation to en-
sure that a legacy of care lives on. With those funds added to our endowment fund, those donors will give 
in perpetuity to help others enjoy greater comfort and care when they need it most.

All of this is possible thanks to the willingness of caring community members who want to make things 
better. You want to make things better and you are making things better. 

Many challenges remain ahead, but we look forward to engaging our community to offer its  
support to enhancing the one thing that unites all of us – healthcare. Every day we have the privilege of  
being witness to tremendous acts of generosity, of seeing the best of people often at the worst of times. 
Thank you for being there for those who need your help the most.

Chair Remarks 

Over my 2-year term as Chair, I can honestly say it has been my sincere privilege and honor. When I 
first sat with Sharon and had her walk me through the large binder welcoming me to the Board, I will 
be honest in saying I was a bit overwhelmed. However, since then I have learned so much about the 
non-profit industry and health care over these last 7 years, and have marveled at the caliber of talent we 
continuously have around our board table. The passion and enthusiasm we have seen despite the many 
challenges we have faced through the amalgamation of so many Health Authorities into one has been 
amazing. I am so excited to see how our Board progresses over the next few years now that the NSHA 
is on the same page as the individual Foundations. We all see common goals, and I expect to see huge 
accomplishments coming to our Health Centre as a result.

Thanks to all of you whom I have shared a table with; either the Board as a whole, or the many 
committees we have that continue to break down barriers and deliver results that any organization 
would be envious of. The business acumen that we hold as a group ensures that the funds raised 
are utilized in the most efficient manner possible. This provides the trust to our community that 
we continue to be one of the best organizations to support, knowing that their money is going to  
equipment and programs that their families and friends will benefit from for years to come.

I thank each and every one of you for your tireless efforts and support of this amazing organization. I 
could not be more proud of this group, and look forward to many more exciting initiatives to drive health 
care in the Colchester East Hants area.

Rooted in Community Support.
Sincerely,

Shane Crawford      Sharon Crowe, CFRE
Board Chair       Executive Director



4

The Foundation’s fundraising committees took on the task of organizing our two major events, the 
On Course Fore Health Golf Classic and the annual Gala, as well as developing additional fundraising  
initiatives and coordinating third party events. The Foundation also enjoyed two highly successful Direct Mail  
campaigns in 2017-2018.

On Course Fore Health Golf Classic

The Foundation celebrated its 22nd annual golf tournament on a mostly sunny day, held on June 21st.  
Netting approximately $48,000, it was another very successful tournament, all thanks to our generous 
sponsors, donors, participants and volunteers.

Over 80 golfers vied for various hole-in-one prizes and enjoyed several on-course activities throughout 
the day. We traded in the Kohler ‘Big Break’ for the ‘Flop Wall’, where you had to chip over a door onto 
the green. We had the second annual WestJet Cares Great Golf Ball Drop, selling 421 golf balls to fall 
from the sky and a chance to win two tickets anywhere WestJet flies. Hubtown Crane and Casey Concrete 
each had a big role in helping to make this happen again, and this year’s winner was Tammy Giffen. Our 
golf raffle for Cabot Links was also successful, with Sharon Corcoran taking home the grand prize.   

Over the past 21 years, the On Course Fore Health Golf Classic has raised over $1.2 million, funding 
equipment and various patient care enhancements for the former Colchester Regional Hospital, and now 
the Colchester East Hants Health Centre. 

Viva La Vida!

We decided to switch things up a bit this year, shifting from ‘Late Night with the Foundation’ to VIVA 
LA VIDA! Playing off a spanish telenovella theme, we created a video series called “As the Blood  
Pressure Rises” and told a story about how lives depend on the generosity of our community to fund 
equipment and keep our health centre functioning.

Presented by Eldis Group, the evening included singing, dancing, and lots of fun. Ross Thompson 
not only narrated and featured in our videos, but was our gracious host as well. The Cobequid Dance  
Academy showcased two custom-choreographed dances for our event, and Maria Osende danced the 
flamenco and entertained us with her guest musicians as well.  

The Grand Raffle this year gave our guests 10 opportunities to win fabulous prizes such as shopping 
sprees, diamond jewelry, ski passes, and more – with values up to $2,000. The silent auction fea-
tured many local items, products and services, generously donated by individuals and businesses in our  
community, and was made available to the public this year, by way of an online auction site. It was a 
great success, and kept everyone in bidding wars throughout the evening. 

Fund Raising Initiatives...
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Playhouse Raffle

The Foundation worked with RBC and their Day of Service campaign to build a wonderful playhouse that 
was used as the prize for a raffle draw. The building material was donated by Marwood and Cape Cod  
Siding, and expertise provided by Flagship Construction. MacKenzie’s Towing generously donated their 
time to move the playhouse around for us, and eventually to the winner’s location. We sold tickets 
throughout the summer, and netted approximately $6,000 for priority equipment needs. 

Direct Mail Appeals

The 2017-2018 Direct Mail campaigns both proved to be very successful, netting more than $175,000 
between the two mailings.

The Spring appeal was designated to the funding of smaller  surgical equipment such as headlamps, 
rapid infusion pumps, nerve stimulators, a Karl Storz cart, a neonatal resuscitation cart, and vital signs 
monitors. Although these pieces were smaller, they’re just as vital as any larger piece of equipment. 

The Fall appeal funded the purchase two BiPAP ventilators and two mechanical ventilators for the 
Intensive Care Unit, to ensure that everyone who needed a little help breathing will be able to get it.  

Third Party Events

2017-2018 was another year with a high level of support from Third Party events supporting the 
Foundation. Various departments and funds throughout the health centre benefitted from these  
activities, and the Foundation was truly appreciative of all the hard work put into organizing these events 
that support our goals, and in turn, support the community members of Colchester-East Hants.

The Third Party events and contributors that supported the CEHHC Foundation include:

Caldwell Roach
Golden Age Automobile Club
Kenny White & Gary MacAskill 
    Memorial Washer Toss Tournament
Taco Stiles
Scotiabank
Pink Ribbon Hockey Tournament
Johnson Inc.’s Gourmet Popcorn
    & Pocket Change Challenge

Thank you to all for supporting your local health centre. We’re incredibly grateful for your generosity!

Tim Horton’s Smile Cookie
Mike Schmitt Memorial Hockey Tournament
Dragon Boat Team SOS
RBC Day of Service Playhouse Raffle
CEC Cougars Boys Hockey
Moncton Wildcats Jersey Auction
IP Timbits Jamboree
Benchmark Development
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2017-2018 Photo Gallery

Caldwell Roach funded the purchase of
a new bladder scanner

Scotiabank matched ticket sales 
for VIva La Vida!

Timbits Hockey IP Jamboree
supports We Care About Cancer

The Foundation hosted a donor reception
to show our appreciation

 
Dragon Boat  
Team SOS supporting  
We Care About Cancer

“It doesn’t take money 
to be charitable –  

it only takes a desire.”
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2017-2018 Photo Gallery

The annual Pink Ribbon Hockey Tournament
supports We Care About Cancer

Local Tim Hortons raised funds
through the Smile Cookie campaign

Gina MacDonald donates funds raised for her 
son, Alec’s, Moncton Wildcat jersery 

Johnson Insurance presents
a Gourmet Popcorn bar for staff

RBC Day of Service RBC Day of Service
Playhouse Build
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The funding allocations committee, comprised of Dr. Donald Pugsley, Shannon Andersen and Glenda 
Kent, was established to review the annual capital equipment requests from the health centre and make 
recommendations to the board for funding.  

During the year, the committee was able to recommend and approve for funding the following items:

A Karl Storz cart, rapid infusion syringe pumps, OR headlight systems (headbands), nerve stimulators, 
neonatal resuscitation cart, Connex CVS6400 vital sign monitors, portacount, urodynamic measurement 
system, mechanical ventilators, coagulation analyzers, bipap ventilators, irrigation tower and rollators 
(for the seniors’ clinic program in East Hants).

In total, more than $402,000 was pledged in support of the CEHHC during the year.  

As has been true since the Nova Scotia Health Authority assumed overall responsibility for health care, 
the committee has struggled to establish recommendations for capital purchases within the constraints 
imposed by the NSHA.  Recently pledges have been made to the Provincial Foundations signaling Health 
Authority intentions to allow more robust local control over capital equipment purchases. This policy 
change will significantly improve our ability to work with our hospital partners to plan and implement 
equipment purchases in a timely manner.

My thanks to fellow committee members for their commitment to improving our health centre and the 
care offered by it to our shared patients.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Donald Pugsley, Chair

From the Funding Allocations Committee...

Caldwell Roach has been a ongoing supporter of the CEHHC Foundation and all its major events,  
however this year they wanted to do something a little different, and with a little more meaning to their 
staff, clients, and community. 

Instead of sponsoring Foundation events, they sponsored a piece of equipment needed in the health 
centre - a bladder scanner. Being the urology centre outside of the Halifax area, the clinic uses its  
current scanner on a daily basis, and it’s near the end of its life. Having this new scanner will increase 
the services at the hospital, with the older one to only be used as a back-up.

In total, $19,000 was donated, with Caldwell Roach donating half of that. The rest was given by clients 
and community donors. Greg Roach, owner of Caldwell Roach, said: “We care about our clients and care 
about our community. It’s important to show that.”

Creative Fundraising...
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The Major and Planned Gifts committee utilized the services of the Donor Motivation Group led by Glenn 
Stewardson in the fall of 2017 offering information sessions on income tax reduction through estate 
planning. 

During three sessions, presentations were made to more than 100 Foundation donors offering insight 
into strategies that could achieve one’s philanthropic goals while still caring for family and loved ones. 
During the sessions Sharon was able to meet with donors, several of whom noted they were interested in 
making updates to their wills. 

One final session is planned for September 2018.

The Major and Planned Gifts program enjoyed a very successful year, with $132,958 in bequests and 
$692,855 in major gifts. The most significant of these gifts was the first installment of a designated 
pledge in support of a naming opportunity for Diagnostic Imaging. A donor reception is currently being 
planned to unveil the new name and honour the donors. It is anticipated to be held in August 2018.

We look forward to opportunities to spread the word about the difference philanthropy can make. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bruce Young, Chair

From the Major & Planned Gifts Committee...

Front, L-R: Glen Rankin; Bruce Young; Keltie Jones; Jennifer Hamilton-Upham, Past 
Chair; Ed MacDonald, Vice Chair; Randy Jollie

Back, L-R: Greg Mosher, Secretary-Treasurer; Laurie Sandeson; Shannon Andersen; 
Shane Crawford, Chair; Lisa Jennings; Dr. Donald Pugsley; Glenda Kent

Missing: Mark Denholm; Scott Joudrey

2017-2018 Board of Directors
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Ventilators (Intensive Care Unit)     $157,456.00

Portacount         $17,811.00

Urodynamic Measurement System     $77,312,00

Rollators         $1,000.00

Irrigation Tower        $2,995.00

Microscope (Lab)        $19,000.00

Coagulation Analyzers       $129,623.00

Handlheld Tonometer       $5,787.00

Small Surgical Equipment      $42,000.00

  EQUIPMENT TOTAL       $452,984.00

Surgical         $6,512.00

We Care About Cancer       $14,500.00

Palliative Care        $64,334.00

Cardio Respiratory       $2,545.00

Mental Health        $11,137.00

Diagnostic Imaging - Tech Ed.     $376.00

Women & Children’s Health      $19,851.00

Library Services        $1,309.00

Ambulatory Care        $1,654.00

Social Work         $2,000.00

  DEPARTMENTAL TOTAL      $124,218.00
  
  2017-2018 FUNDING TOTAL     $577,202.00 

2017-2018 Equipment, Pledges & Items Funded
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From the Community...
“Both of my boys were born prematurely. My now 2 year old was born at 35 weeks, 
5 days and I had a whole team of pros in the delivery room. Great delivery. Excellent 
care and compassion. He needed the UV bed for jaundice. We were there 5 days. My 
4 month old was born on New Year’s Eve 2017, at 36 weeks - again, great team. He 
needed IV sugars. All around great care for both me and my babies. The 4 month old 
caused me some troubles that Dr Pink had to address almost weekly as a walk-in on D2. 
D2 staff, Dr’s Clague and Pink, and EHS - nothing but the very best care.”

- Tanya Jordan

“I have been going to the Chemo clinic for treatment off and on since 2015, when I 
was diagnosed with colon cancer. The nurses there are excellent! They are friendly, 
professional, and caring, and really provide you with a sense of security and comfort in 
knowing that you’re being looked after in the best possible way. I can’t say enough good 
about them... they are awesome!”

- Cathy Evans

“In January, I gave birth to mine and my wife’s first daughter. We were admitted to the 
women and children’s unit and had a phenomenal experience! The nurses were  
amazing, patient, and so knowledgable. They respected my birthing plan, and never  
pressured me into a decision I was not comfortable with. And while the birthing  
experience was a great one, what really stood out for us was the breastfeeding support 
from the lactation consultants and public health nurses. We worked mainly with Tanya 
and during my journey to breastfeed, she more than once eased my mind and offered 
me so many options and opportunities to feed our daughter in the best way we could 
manage. I ended up having a low supply, and still do to this day, however she taught us 
how we can supplement with a SNS which allows our daughter to still be at the breast 
receiving her nutrition. Tanya met with us countless times and made sure we knew she 
was only a text or phone call away. My hormones were crazy and I cried to her, laughed 
with her, and she never once made me feel like less of a mom when I couldn’t produce 
quite enough milk to keep our baby girl growing. I could go on and on about this  
support! I think it is an invaluable branch of the women’s and children unit.”

- Nicole Lennerton
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